Maine Section ASCE Executive Board Meeting Minutes

April 17, 2003

4:30 PM University of Maine, Orono

Attendance:  Peter Merfeld, Be Schonewald, Patti Korbet, Kitty Breskin, Robert Chaput, Eric Landis, Phil Dunn, Erik Wiberg and Walter Fagerlund

1. Greetings and start – 4:30 pm

2. Minutes of February’s meeting read and approved.

3. Funds for postage of “Informant” need to be paid at time of mailing.  Need to get an account with them and front load (pre-paid balance).  They will send monthly statements.  Start this in August for September (approximately $500 a month).  Treasurer’s report – approved. Bob Chaput to get more information on distribution of scholarship money.  $9,500 was received for Transportation Conference.

4. Secretary distributed results of election.  Election ballots accepted and approved.

5. Selection of Engineer of the Year and Young Engineer of the Year.  Bill Brown carried forward from last year (notified last year nominated but not selected in 2002).  Only one new candidate for each this year.  In the future we need to send notice to principals in engineering companies (use ACEC mailing list) to get more nominees.  Also need to promote winners.  Question was raised about student of the year, which is done by the student chapter.  Board members need to lead by example and nominate candidates.  We reviewed criteria, P.E. or E.I.T. and currently practicing engineering (does not need to be an ASCE member).
Robyn Saunders is Young Civil Engineer of the Year.  Bill Brown is Civil Engineer of the Year (2 votes for Bob Desjardins, 6 votes for Bill Brown, with 3 in abstention) Walter will look into whether there are any life member nominees this year.  Bob Desjardins is being considered for Honorary Membership (submittal waiting on signatures).
6. Technical Seminar – 43 attendees, lost about $900, though this needs to be done as service.  Next year needs to be worked on in advance by more people.  Tim Merritt did a great job to get the seminar up and running.  Next year, Peter Merfeld will chair the committee and Erik Wiberg will only assist as he can (he is responsible for Engineer’s Week).

7. Next meeting will be at the Holiday Inn by the Bay, May 22nd.  Jeff Russell, Chair of Committee 465 will be the guest speaker.  Peter will not be there, he has a previously schedule engagement (someone else please take notes).  Chris Taylor needs to be notified of his new position, Greg Blake will call him.

Next year, Peter recommended we need to set a schedule for meetings in advance (and stick to it).  Discuss at Planning Session this summer.

8. Holly sent a list of names for scholarships.  We need to confirm with Holly who are the winners.

9. Legislative Affairs:
LD 500 “An Act to Ensure Supervision and Oversight of the Board of Registration for Professional Engineers”, was killed.
LD 979 “An Act to Require Continuing Education for Professional Engineers”, most likely will be passed.
If anyone has questions about any legislation contact Be Schonewald at GZA.

10. SPAG Grant - $1169 received, Mike Moreau to take care of, Greg Blake to help.

11. Cold Regions – 2006 – will be in Bangor.  Phil would like to set up a committee.

12. NECM – Erik went on April 11th in Boston.  Geographic Seminars was being pushed.  Nov. 1st – Newsletter Award – need application, website awards – judged in November.  

SPAG Grants applications due December 1.

Section reports, N.H. has had programs in the afternoon 4-6 pm so family time is not sacrificed. 

Erick passed out a report by Jen Paul on Maine Section Programs and activities since October.

Next N.E. Conference is Sept. 19 at noon.

13. Website – under construction. 

Younger members – Peaks Island Clean Up for Earth Day, May 3rd, need help.
14. Charlie Hebson, MDOT, contacted us regarding the Stormwater Conference this November 3-5th at Holiday Inn by the Bay. Would ASCE like to manage a technical section?  

ASCE would coordinate a call for papers, moderate and etc. Asked to join an elite group: DOT, EPA, & etc.  Be will send out copies of request and we will discuss through email.

15. Adjourn

