Greetings All,

Since our last stakeholder meeting on May 12th, the staff here has been going through comments received and making some further changes in the draft we will propose to the Board of Environmental Protection (BEP).  The draft is now under review at the Attorney General's Office.  Following that review, it will be submitted to the BEP.  In May, I indicated that we expected the Board to vote on posting the rules to public hearing at their meeting on June 17th.  However, because we have taken longer than originally planned in our review and response to comments, we missed the deadline for that meeting.  We now expect BEP posting to take place at their July 1st meeting.  This will not affect the proposed public hearing date of August 19th.

Once we have submitted the draft rules to the Board, we will post them on our web page and will provide notice to you.  We also will be posting the comments received along with responses.

As I indicated at the last meeting, I will be away on vacation (observing the effects of stormwater runoff on our country's varied landscapes, among other things) from June 21st through August 6th.  Judy Gates will be presenting the draft rules to the BEP for posting.  In my absence, any questions related to this process may be directed to Judy at 287-7691 or via e-mail to: judy.gates@maine.gov.

Thanks again for all your guidance on this effort.  The proposed rules have changed significantly and, I daresay, are much improved because of your involvement.

Have a great summer!

Don

Donald T. Witherill, Director

Division of  Watershed Management
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Fax:  207-287-7191

E-Mail:  donald.t.witherill@maine.gov

