DEP Consulting Professionals Task Force News

September 24, 2004  Meeting

NPDES Phase II

David Ladd is the Stormwater Phase II Coordinator for DEP.  He gave the Task force an update of what he has been doing with the 28 MS4 delegated municipalities in Maine to help them develop plans for meeting the mandates under NPDES Phase II, which was delegated to DEP by the EPA in 2001.  The 28 municipalities are located in the Kittery, Portland, Lewiston and Bangor metropolitan areas.  14 of the municipalities are in the greater Portland area alone.

Some of the major accomplishments to date include the following:

· They have developed a model non-stormwater discharge ordinance with the help of MMA.

· They completed 3600 municipal stormwater surveys

· They have initiated a statewide stormwater education campaign.

· They are developing IDDE (illicit discharge detection & elimination) inspection SOP.

· They are also developing a model Stormwater Fee Structure.

David has spent a great deal of his time this past year on the surveys and public education campaign.  One of the interesting things the survey revealed is that 80% of the respondents don’t think they live in a watershed, which, of course they all do.  This led to the development of a public education campaign called Think Blue Maine, which ran the rubber ducky adds you may have seen this past summer.  They have also created a website (http://www.thinkbluemaine.org).

The stormwater fee structure or “Rain Tax” is modeled after one that has been in force in Augusta for several years.  This is not mandatory, but offers one possible option for municipalities to generate some revenue to fund future water quality improvement projects.

Looking forward, David will continue the public education campaign and finalize the work on the IDDE SOP and the Rain Tax.  He is also preparing to take on the added responsibility of the Industrial Sector when the current Multi-Sector General Stormwater Discharge Permit expires in October 2005 and is also delegated to DEP from EPA.

Other Issues

Dirk Brunner informed the Task Force of a website which includes the DEP’s Top Ten High Priority, Long-term Initiatives (http://www.state.me.us/dep/amhi.htm)

Next Meeting

The next Task Force meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 12, 2004 from 9:30 until 12:00 noon in the DEP Response Building Training Room.  We have an open agenda and will be discussing the continued role of the Task Force and brainstorming future issues.

Feedback

Please contact Dave or Dirk at the address below to discuss these or any other issues you would like to bring to the attention of the Task Force.
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