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THE 

INFORMANT 
Newsletter of the Maine Section ASCE 

 
Summer 2011 

 
 

From the Editors  In This Issue… 
From the (Former) Editors  

 

Hello Maine Section! For the past four years, we have 

been working together to bring you the Informant each 

month. We’ve tried to provide you with all the relevant 

ASCE news and happenings that you need to be an active 

member of the Maine Section. We were honored to be 

chosen by ASCE as the Outstanding Section or Branch 

Newsletter for Medium Sections in 2010. 

 

As the years have passed, our duties at ASCE have 

changed, and starting in the fall, we are both members of 

the Maine Section Board. We have decided that it is time 

to pass the torch on to a new set of editors. Ashley Auger 

and Helen Pottle have stepped in to take over as co-

editors, and are excited to become involved with the 

Section. 

 

You’ll still see Lynn and I around the Informant as we 

continue to be involved with the Section’s ongoing 

activities. Thanks for your support over the past four 

years! 

 

Lauren and Lynn 
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From the Editors: Continued! 
Maine ASCE, 

 

We are pleased to present you with our first Informant! As a brief introduction, I graduated from the UMaine Civil 

and Environmental Engineering Class of 2010 and have since been employed by Tata & Howard, Inc. in Portland, ME.  

I enjoy hiking, biking and basically any outdoor adventure and greatly look forward to becoming more involved in the 

Maine ASCE community. 

 

 Ashley Auger graduated from the UNH Civil Engineering Class of 2010 and has since been employed by Woodard & 

Curran in their Portland office. She is new to Maine and loves discovering the vibrant arts and restaurant scene while 

also taking full advantage of the many outdoor opportunities.  

 
Please feel free to forward any relevant information that you would like to see included in future issues of the 

Informant to informant@maineasce.org  

 

Helen & Ashley 
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Note from the President, Maine Section ASCE  
A warm summer greeting to all. 

 

The Maine Section is beginning our planning for the 2011-2012 activities and programs starting with our Summer 

Planning Meeting, scheduled for August 4, 2011. Among the results of the planning meeting will be a budget for the 

fiscal year, a dinner meeting schedule, committee appointments and goals for the year.   

 

One of the Section’s primary goals is to continue to provide value and opportunities for our members.  ASCE describes 

their mission as providing essential value to members, their careers, their partners, the Engineering profession, and the 

public by developing leadership, advancing technology, advocating lifelong learning, and promoting the Engineering 

Profession.  At the Section level, your Maine Section strives to provide this same value through our meetings, seminars, 

conferences, opportunities to serve on Section committees, volunteer opportunities on community service projects 

(Rebuild Portland and Habitat for Humanity), public outreach programs (Engineers Week and the Maine Report Card) 

and our student Outreach Programs at the University of Maine and High Schools throughout the State.     

 

The Maine Section relies on our members to communicate their needs and what they value, and all members of the 

Section Board are accessible through email and phone.  Please consider enhancing the value of the Section by 

contacting any of the Board members and contributing your thoughts, suggestions, or time to help us meet our mission.   

The annual Maine Transportation Conference is currently in planning stages with a theme, topics and speakers being 

worked into a full-day multi-track schedule. The Section monthly dinner meeting schedule will start up with our first 

meeting on Thursday September 15th, and will generally occur on the third Thursday of each month.  Our program 

chair is always looking for program suggestions and suggested speakers, so be sure to share your ideas.  

 

Watch our newsletter and website for upcoming meetings and activities, and have a great summer. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at meetings through the year, 

 

Ralph D. Nelson, P.E., M.ASCE   

Maine Section President 

 
 

Don’t Forget to Vote: National ASCE Election! 
Online voting for the ASCE national officers is now open.  And, if you are a member of 

EWRI you will have the opportunity to vote for that Institute’s Vice President using the 

same ballot. This year there is a contested election for the position of Region 1 Director. 

Information about all of the people running for ASCE positions this year can be found 

online at http://cms.asce.org/Elections/2011Nominees/    Voting closes August 12, 

2011.  Questions?  email webmaster@maineasce.org  

 

Read more: http://www.maineasce.org/maine.htm#ixzz1TjGyB4To 
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Annual Meeting Recap 
The Maine Section ended the 2010/2011 year with another successful May meeting. Members had the opportunity to 

attend the ceremony in which the Androscoggin Swinging Bridge was recognized and dedicated as a Maine State 

Historic Civil Engineering Landmark, followed by a tour of the bridge. Upon completion of the dedication and tour a 

buffet dinner and year-end awards presentation were held at the Frontier Café in Brunswick. Congratulations to the 

award winners, the new Life Members, and the newly inducted 2010/2011 Maine Section Board! 

President’s Award 

Lauren Swett, P.E., Woodard & Curran, Portland, ME 

 

Maine Young Civil Engineer of the Year 

Kevin Merrill, E.I.T., Stantec, Scarborough, ME 

 

Maine Citizen Engineer of the Year 

Lynn Farrington, P.E., HNTB Corporation, Westbrook, ME 
 

 

 

 
Life Members 

Arthur Burgess Jr. 

Leslie Evans 

John Kennedy 

Walter Stinson 

Derrill Cowing 

Keith Kallberg 

Daniel McGraw 

James Weaver  

Harold Wood 

Maine Section ASCE High School Scholars 

Sara Mercier, Catherine McAuley High School, Portland, 

ME 

Aaron Williams, Thornton Academy, Saco, ME 

Help ASCE Help You: Update Your Member Profile  

Now is the time for you to update your contact information at asce.org/myprofile. With complete and accurate contact 

information, you'll be kept up-to-date on the industry’s newest projects and recent innovations through ASCE's 

acclaimed Civil Engineering magazine and other great communications vehicles. You will also stay abreast of 

opportunities to earn Continuing Education Units (CEUs), opportunities to participate in Society activities, use ASCE's 

career tools, and more. If you've misplaced your username and/or password, call ASCE Customer Service at 800-548-

ASCE (2723) or email member@asce.org. International members, please call 703-295-6300. Don’t miss any more of 

your membership benefits. Update your ASCE profile today. 

Fall 2011 Online UMaine Engineering Courses 
Classes Start August 29th and registration is open. 

Want to take engineering courses from the comfort of your own home or office?  Don’t let geography stop you from 

furthering your engineering education. The College of Engineering at the University of Maine is offering online 

engineering courses, from accredited engineering programs, for the fall 2011 semester. 

 

ECE 515 Random Variables and Stochastic Processes 

ECE 498 Project Management and Systems Engineering 

MEE 447 Flight Dynamics, Modeling and Control of Aircraft and Space Vehicles 

MEE 697 Reliability Engineering                                                           

 

 www.engineering.umaine.edu/online 
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UMaine Engineering 
Greetings,  

With summer now upon us, we are busy with summer camps and with plans for fall when we will welcome over 400 

new students to the College of Engineering, our largest incoming class yet! We are also pleased to share with you that 

nearly a quarter of this incoming class is female, a statistic which has improved dramatically from where it typically 

stood at 15%. Faculty and students are forging ahead with game changing research and innovation and UMaine 

Engineering continues to be a driver of economic growth. There is a lot more great news to share, so thanks for allowing 

us to keep in touch with you.   

 

 Enjoy the rest of your summer and remember to keep in touch by checking us out on Facebook and sending us your 

updates and news too.    Remember to let us know if your email changes so we can continue to send you our e-

newsletters and updates to keep you informed about the UMaine College of Engineering.  

  

Dana Humphrey 

Dean of Engineering 

University of Maine  

dana.humphrey@umit.maine.edu 

Phone 207-581-2216 

Fax     207-581-2220 

www.engineering.umaine.edu 
 
 
 

UMaine Engineering: Chet Rock Retires 
Chet Rock, who has taught undergraduate and graduate courses in environmental engineering since 1979, conducted 

significant research and most recently served as Associate Dean for the College of Engineering at the University of 

Maine, retired on May 13, 2011. He is replaced by Mohamad Musavi, recent chair of the Electrical and Computer 

Engineering Department. As you can see from the photos below, Chet will be enjoying the retired life with plenty of 

fishing. 
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Jennifer Turner Project Update 

Many of you have been following the progress of the 

Jennifer Turner Project over the past few years in the 

Informant, on the project’s website 

http://theturnerproject.cfsites.org, and on the local news. 

After years of effort lead by Tammy Nosek of the ASCE 

Mid-Hudson Branch, Jennifer Turner is now the proud 

owner of a handicap-accessible home in Auburn, Maine! 

On June 24, 2011, a ribbon cutting ceremony was held at 

the newly finished house. The event was attended by 

local government officials, volunteers from various stages 

of the project, members of the media, as well as curious 

neighbors. Attendees got to see state-of-the art 

technology first hand, from push button appliances to a 

lift system that allows Jennifer to move by herself from 

her bedroom to her living room and her bathroom. 

 
Jennifer cutting the ribbon to enter her new home 

 
Jennifer poses with members of ASCE and other 

volunteers who made the project a reality 

Jennifer, a quadriplegic since a hit-and-run car accident left 

her wheel-chair bound at the age of 13, was facing life in a 

nursing home until Tammy, a high school friend, stepped in 

to help. Tammy, with the help of countless volunteers from 

New York to Maine, has helped to make Jennifer’s dream of 

independent living a reality. 

For more information about the project, Jennifer, Tammy, 

and how you can still help, be sure to check out their 

website: http://theturnerproject.cfsites.org. For coverage 

of the recent ribbon cutting ceremony and open house, 

including video of Jennifer using her new lift, take a look at 

this article from WCSH 6: 

http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/163661/314/The-gift-

of-living-independently 

    

Jennifer testing out the new lift that allows her to move throughout her house without assistance. 
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ASCE & EWB Join for Habitat for Humanity Work Day 
On July 23, the Maine Section ASCE and Portland Maine Chapter of 

Engineers Without Borders teamed up to work on Habitat for 

Humanity’s newest house on South Street in Freeport. On the heels 

of a record hot day, the ten person crew from ASCE and EWB spent 

the day installing new floor joists for the building’s second floor. The 

group worked so efficiently they finished up the day’s planned work 

an hour and a half early! 

  

The South Street site is 

located just around the 

corner from a previous 

Freeport work site, and will 

eventually contain three 

homes, including one that 

will be a part of the Habitat 

for Humanities Women Build 

project. 

 

If you were unable to make it, have no fear – you can 

still help out at our second work day scheduled for 

Saturday, September 17, 2011. Additional 

information about this day will be sent out at a later 

date. Check out the Habitat for Humanities Greater 

Portland website for more information about the 

organization and how you can help them with their 

mission of building affordable houses in the Portland 

area. 

http://www.habitatportlandme.org/ 

 

Be among the first of the New Faces of Civil Engineering College Edition 

 Are you going to be a third, fourth, or fifth-year civil engineering 

major? You may be eligible to be chosen this fall as one of the first 

New Faces of Civil Engineering College Edition. If your college days 

are behind you, but you know someone who may qualify, please let 

them know. The application, to be available Sept. 6, will require 

responses to four short questions, a list of accomplishments, and a 

photo. Learn more about the new New Faces program for engineering 

students of all disciplines at facebook.com/CollegeEdition. Sponsored 

by the National Engineers Week Foundation, the program highlights 

students' academic success and contributions to the industry and 

participating engineering society. The Facebook page also allows 

engineering students to connect with peers and learn about events, 

internships/jobs, competitions, and more. The application period runs 

from Sept. 6 to Oct. 21, with winners announced Dec. 5. 
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Maine Section ASCE Red Sox Game: July 10, 2011 
 

On July 10th many Maine Section ASCE members/die hard Red Sox fans attended the Red Sox vs. Orioles game at Fenway 

Park. Along with two tossed pitchers, several home runs and 90 degree temperatures the Red Sox managed an 8-6 win. 

Don’t miss out on the Sea Dogs game, August 22nd! 
 

 

 

 

 

Maine Section ASCE Sea Dogs Game 
 

Join the Maine ASCE Younger MeJoin the Maine ASCE Younger MeJoin the Maine ASCE Younger MeJoin the Maine ASCE Younger Membersmbersmbersmbers    
for a fun evening of local baseball…for a fun evening of local baseball…for a fun evening of local baseball…for a fun evening of local baseball…    

 

 

VS
.  

 

Monday, August 22, 2011, 7:00 pm 
 

Tickets are $8 each and will be sold 
on a first come, first serve basis. 

 

To reserve your seat with the Younger Members, 
contact 

 
Lynn Farrington lfarrington@hntb.com or 
Kevin Merrill kevin.merrill@stantec.com 
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UMaine Engineering Job Fair 
 
Greetings, 

 

The University of Maine Career Center and the College of Engineering would like to invite your company to attend our fall 

Engineering Job Fair on Wednesday, October 19, 2011, from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm in the Student Recreation and Fitness Center. 

 

The Engineering Job Fair at the University of Maine provides an important opportunity for engineering students and employers to 

meet face-to-face and informally interview for potential jobs and internships.   

 

Your $400 fee includes an 8-foot table, chairs, a continental breakfast, and a lunch. You are encouraged to bring a display and/or 

informational materials about your company to share with students and faculty. Student volunteers, who include engineering 

students eager to make good impressions, will be on hand to assist with unloading and loading your display materials. 

 

The College of Engineering is the sole institution in Maine to offer 11 engineering and engineering technology majors and full M.S. 

and Ph.D. programs, granting nearly 300 degrees annually. Our undergraduate degree programs include: 

 

Engineering Engineering Technology 

• BS Biological Engineering  

• BS Chemical Engineering  

• BS Civil Engineering  

• BS Computer Engineering  

• BS Electrical Engineering  

• BS Engineering Physics  

• BS Mechanical Engineering  

• BS Construction Management Technology  

• BS Electrical Engineering Technology  

• BS Mechanical Engineering Technology  

• BS Surveying Engineering Technology  

 

_________________________________________________________ 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Increase your company visibility by sponsoring the Engineering Job Fair: 

     

UNDERWRITER ($3,000) SUPPORTER ($2,000) FRIEND ($1,000) 

Premier location for table at Engineering 

Job Fair.  Recognition as a sponsor in all 

Engineering Job Fair publicity  Waived 

fees for six attendees. 

Prime location for table at Engineering Job 

Fair.  Recognition as a sponsor in all 

Engineering Job Fair publicity  Waived 

fees for four attendees. 

Recognition as a sponsor in all Engineering 

Job Fair publicity.  Waived fees for 

Engineering Job Fair for three attendees.   

 

 

2011 ENGINEERING JOB FAIR REGISTRATION - $400 Fee 

1) Register Online at http://www.umaine.edu/career/upcoming-events/engineering-job-fair and click on "Employers may now 

register for the fair!". 

2) Under New Participants - click on "Proceed to Registration Form" and complete form.  

3) Submit the registration form.  You will receive an email confirming that your registration has been received. 

 

NOTE: The Career Center hosts two major Career Fairs on campus each year, including the Career Fair and the Engineering Job Fair, 

giving employers two distinct and strategic opportunities to reach quality UMaine graduates.  

 

SAVE THE DATE!  The 2012 Career Fair is planned for Wednesday, February 1, 2012 (http://www.umaine.edu/career/upcoming-

events/career-fair) and we hope that you can attend both events.  Engineering companies have found this latter event to provide an 

excellent follow-up to the focused Engineering Job Fair. 

 

Questions?  Call the Career Center at 207-581-1359 or email us! 

Patty Counihan, Director, Career Center – patty.counihan@umit.maine.edu Cathy Marquez, Assistant Director, Employer Relations, 

Career Center cathy.marquez@umit.maine.edu 

   

Best regards, 

Patty Counihan - Director, Career Center Dana N. Humphrey - Dean, College of Engineering 
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Maine ASCE Younger Members 

 P.E. Exam Review Course 
Join your fellow ASCE Younger Members for ASCE’s live P.E. review web course 

The local session will be hosted in the Portland 
area at a location to be determined. 

The fee for registration will be $350 per person 
Checks should be made payable to Maine ASCE.  

 

Please RSVP by Friday August 19 
 

With your registration, you can participate in as many 

or as few of the sessions listed below as you would like. 
 

THE YOUNGER MEMBERS WILL NOT HOST THE SPRING 2012 COURSE…IF YOU’RE 
TAKING THE TEST THIS SPRING MAKE SURE YOU PLAN AHEAD!!!  

 

Sessions will take place from 3pm - 5pm on each of the following dates: 
 

Tuesday Aug. 23 Structural Analysis 
Thursday Aug. 25 Strength of Materials 
Tuesday Aug. 30 Structural Design 
Thursday Sept. 1 Geometric Design 
Tuesday Sept. 6 Geomechanics 

Thursday Sept. 8 Foundation Engineering 
Tuesday Sept. 13 Hydraulics 
Thursday Sept. 15 Hydrology 

Tuesday Sept. 20 Waste & Water Treatment 
Thursday Sept. 22 Construction Materials 
Tuesday Sept. 27 Engineering Cost Analysis 

Thursday Sept. 29 Construction Scheduling & Estimating 
 

If you would like more information about the Maine Younger Members’ hosted session, or 
if you would like to register, contact Lauren Swett, lswett@woodardcurran.com 

(207)774-2112 
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ASCE Annual Conference:  For More Information  http://content.asce.org/conferences/annual2011/index.html 
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Maine Water Utilities:  Show Me the Science – More Details and Registration Coming Soon! 
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Advertise with Maine ASCE 

Would you like to advertise in the Informant and on the section’s website, www.maineasce.org?  Take a look at our 

rates, and contact the editors at Informant@MaineASCE.org with any questions.  An order form is available online or 

directly from the editors. 
 

 

Business Cards: 

Do you run your own consulting firm, or have a business that the Maine engineering community should 

know about?  Advertise with a business card! 

 

Business card listings run for 1 year, including 9 issues of the Informant and full time on the website. 

Cost:  $150.00 

Job Listings: 

Advertise for new employees at any level – students, EITs, and PEs will all see your ad. 

 

Job advertisements are posted in one issue of the Informant, and will run on the website for one month. 

Cost: Quarter Page (3.75”x5”) - $35 

 Half Page (7.5”x5”)  - $75 for 1 month 

  - $500 for 1 year (9 issues) 

 

 Full Page (7.5”x10”) - $150 for 1 month 

  - $1000 for 1 year (9 issues) 

The deadline for submissions is the 20
th

 of the month prior to publication. 

 

 

 

Business Cards 

 

Remember, a business card in the 
Informant and online is a great way 
to advertise your business!  At just 
$150 a year, it’s a great deal too. 

 
Check back each month to see what 
new business has advertised here. 

 

 

 

Conference Advertising 

The Informant is a great place to advertise your events to the Maine civil engineering community! 
 

We are happy to advertise conferences and seminars hosted by professional societies and other non-
profit organizations at no charge.  Conferences and courses provided by companies operating for-profit, 
as well as product presentations made by vendors will be published at the listed advertising rates. 
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-- Don’t forget, there’s lots of information available online www.maineasce.org and www.asce.org -- 

 
Members of the 2010/2011 Maine Board at the Annual Meeting 

 
Maine ASCE is Going Green! 
Please Think Before You Print 


